
Notes from the Presidentõs Desk: Dave Mattocks  

August, the month that signals the end of summer and a time 

of reflection. The opportunity for improvement to our gar-

dens and landscape is now. Preparation for the coming year is 

now. The lawn, shrubs and garden can be winterized and made 

ready for the next season.  

 

 Soil testing will give us direction for amending the soils that nurture the desired 

plants.  

Your test should include the macro nutrient levels, as well as the micro nutrients. 

Many issues with home gardening come from not  knowing the fertility weaknesses. 

Generally these problems stem from micro nutrient deficiencies and low calcium 

levels. Good soil tests will often pay for themselves through financial savings.  

 When discussing soil preparation, I am reminded of the parable in Luke chapter 13. 

The parable of the barren òfig tree ó. The owner was troubled and wanted it re-

moved. The gardener asked for permission to cultivate and fertilize it.  

Some concentrated care can make a difference.  

 This principle, of course, applies to our overall approach to life ð whether itõs 

plants or people, we can make a positive difference. It is worth the effort.  

This will be your last issue of the newsletter, unless éééé 

 We are currently editing the mailing list for the newsletter, since we have many 

duplicates, change of addresses etc.  

 In order to get an up to date listing, we will start from scratch. If you would like 

to continue receiving the Fertrell Notes & Quotes, please complete the form below 

and fax or mail back to us by September 30 th , 2009  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 Name: 

 Mailing Address:  

Continue [  ]   Stop [  ] Address Change [  ]  

 Please complete in PRINT and complete in order to help us process the request.  

 Please return to: The Fertrell Company PO Box 265, Bainbridge PA 17502 or fax 

717-367 -9319 Thank you!!! 
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  As you may recall in late May, Fertrell had asked if dealers could contact local schools to offer presentations 

on organic farming/growing. I volunteer on our local library board and one of the board members is a teacher in 

Forest City School System. I sent her an email to see if she had an interest in a presentation on organic farm-

ing. A few days later I received a reply and we set up a date for the 9th of June.  

  

Originally I thought that I would be speaking  to a group of about twenty 2nd graders, however, the teacher 

thought that it was such a good idea that she "offered" me to three other classes. I arrived on the selected 

day and hour and found that there would be about 80 students. We quickly made more copies of the soil food 

web page from the Fertrell catalog so I would have a hand out for all the extra kids. I had brought a sample of 

compost complete with worms, a few plants, notably a strawberry plant, and some samples of some natural 

amendments ( greensand was the most popular). I also brought copies of photos  of the giant pumpkins that one 

of my customers grows with his kids.  

 The kids grilled me for the full hour. They were fascinated by all the "bugs" in the food web chart. As you 

know, it doesn't take much for me to fill up an hour talking on organic farming, but these kids were intense. I 

would no sooner answer one question and ten hands would be in the air to ask another ten questions!!  

 It was a great time. I hope that I get invited back next year. The level of interest in these youngsters was 

one of the most encouraging signs I have I had in a long time.  

 I hope that other dealers get the chance to volunteer their time with the younger generation, they are wait-

ing with their questions.  

Fertrell Dealer visits 2nd grade class at Forest City Elementary School.  

By Rich Tregidgo  
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This year we experienced many growers having blight and fun-

gus attacks. The weather patterns had definite influences in 

the promotion of these problems. Temperature frustration 

often sets the stage for some of these problems. Soil fertility 

and types may contribute to funguses in heavily foliaged 

plants.  

 

 Good plant selection, as to resistant varieties, rotation of 

planting areas, and knowing soil nutrient levels can reduce the 

possibility of blight and fungus attacks.  

I also want to add that these diseases can be made worse 

through our moving along healthy plants after recent rains. 

Fungus spores can move on pant legs as will as through air 

movement. For more information, contact your Fertrell repre-

sentative.  

Garden tips and after thoughts  

Due to popular demand, organic potting soil is 

currently made available again .There is a lim-

ited supply available now and enough product 

will be brought in to cover any orders received.  

 The next time it will be available in November. 

Please submit your orders by September 30 th , 

2009, by completing the slip and faxing / mail-

ing it to the Fertrell office.  

Product should be picked up by November 15 th .  

 The potting soil will be available in 3 cu ft 

bags only. 

Blueberries have become a very hot topic,  par-

ticularly among organic growers. We have ex-

perienced a lot of interest. The Fertrell Com-

pany is focusing on solutions for these grow-

ers. We have several growers, who have con-

tributed to our abilities in helping solve blue-

berry related problems. If we can help estab-

lish blueberry production, please call our of-

fice.  



 What does it mean to scout a vegetable patch?  To most, it means walking the fields 2 or 3 times a week to 

look for disease or insect damage on leaves, or to see how the fruit is setting.  

As many of you know, I have done quite a bit of work with golf courses.  A golf course superintendent will scout 

his/her course the same way a farmer scouts a vegetable patch  to make sure there are no problems.  When a 

problem is identified, the proper action is taken.  However, after two or three actions have been taken and 

things are getting worse, a superintendent will ask for help (as does a farmer).  When asked to help in these 

situations, the first thing I ask is, òDid you get dirty scouting?ó  Usually the reply is, òI looked for this bugé.ó 

or òI sprayed for this fungus andé..ó or òI read this article so Iéé.ó  Maybe there is some embarrassment, 

which is natural, but my question does not get an answer.  You see, we get too caught up in looking at the part 

of the plant we want to see (nice green leaves and pretty fruit) we forget to look at the soil and roots.  

I must admit, trying to help a customer with a wilting crop several weeks ago, I was too focused on trying to 

find the above ground insect or disease that wasnõt there. I forgot to get dirty.  Before I left the customer, 

one of us got the bright idea to check if the soil is different in structure from one end of the field to the 

other.  By getting dirty looking for different soil types, we found the field to be bone dry.  Problem solved.   

Besides my forgetfulness, this was also a case of false security.  Earlier we were getting plenty of rain with 

cool temperatures.  Then, the temperature stayed cool, we still got some rain (less), but the humidity dropped 

severely and the sun came out.  The weather felt good to us and the plants looked great, but underground 

things dried up fast.  What is a mature melon plant, cucumber plant or zucchini plant?  It is lots of water.  This 

crop was being grown with plastic ground cover which is all the more reason to dig around and find out what is 

going on down below. Checking the soil on a regular basis can help prevent this situation.  Do not wait for the 

leaves and stems to tell you something is wrong.  Get dirty more often.  

A few things to look for and/or smell while scouting your soil:  Too dry    Too wet    Bugs    Rotting roots   Un-

decayed organic matter    Odd shaped roots or tubers    Discolored roots    Roots growing in a ball or around 

themselves? Remember, the soil does more than hold the plant up!  

Scouting Vegetables Should Mean Getting Dirty! By Chris Papada  
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As historians and well read persons know, some of the greatest scientific discoveries of all time were 

made as the result of accidents in the lab with unintended consequences.  And with that precedent in mind, an 

incident of significance to our readers will be relayed.   

Apprentice Alice has been working with heritage breed hogs on her parentsõ farm over the past year, 

and is producing òpastured porkó to sell to her customers.  Her new litters of pasture-raised porkies needed to 

be wormed, so Alice planned carefully for the occasion.  This procedure requires a minimum of two able -bodied 

personnel.  Apprentice Alice is the able -bodied òadministereró of the wormer dosages (operating the dispensing 

gun), and Apprentice Ben happily volunteered as the hog catcher/swine wrestler/human pig vice.  Already, just 

by the initial description, one can anticipate an adventure in the making.  And along the way during this adven-

ture, important and heretofore unknown discoveries with potential profitability were made.  

I got the story second handedly, and unfortunately wasnõt present to personally enjoy all the entertain-

ment features, but will briefly describe the events as they were related to me.  There are some preliminary 

facts and information that our readers need for context.  The wormer comes in an oil -based paste in a long 

plastic tube, much like a tube of caulk.  A ògunó is used to dispense the paste, and is virtually identical to a 

caulking gun.  One squeezes the trigger lever of the gun to administer the metered dose that goes into the 

porkerõs mouth ð at least thatõs the goal.  The contents of the wormer are all organic ðconsisting of garlic, cay-

enne (hot pepper), and diatomaceous earth (white, fine powdered fossil flour).  Testing done at Cornell Univer-

sity indicates that Fertrellõs organic wormer has proven as effective or better than leading drug-based worm-

ers, and with the plus of no side affects.  

In the early phase of porker chasing, things went about as expected.  Catch and release techniques 

were utilized via the basic scrambling mode with more or less typical results - the pigs escaped from the 

clutches of Benõs vice with some degree of frequency, and Ben got tired, muddy, skinned up, and thoroughly 

stinky in the process.  Ben adjusted his clutches, while Alice dutifully delivered the proper doses with gun in 

hand.  After a few rounds, more fence posts and wire panels were set in place to better corral the feisty little 

escapees until the process was completed.  A fine -tuning of Benõs hog snagging techniques was further dis-

cussed in between fence reinforcement efforts and the panting associated with the sweltering hot weather.  I 

should note that there was also quite a bit of loud squealing and grunting going on throughout the entire proc-

ess, although some of it did come from the pigs.  

Somewhere toward the end of this series of events, the dose gun failed to function properly and the 

wormer wouldnõt come out at all.  A backup gun was tried with similar results.  Thatõs when it was determined 

that the tube had òpluggedó and needed to be unplugged.  Ben set about the task of unplugging the gun, but 

somehow forgot to follow safe gun handling procedures.  With the trigger fully engaged and under pressure, 

Ben examined and probed the barrel of the tube.  The loaded gun suddenly went off with a loud pop and 

blasted Ben square in the chops ð the plug exiting under force and going straight up his nose, with the remain-

ing liquid goop splattering in his eyes and covering his face, giving Ben the overall appearance of an ax -murder 

victim.  

Up to this point in time, none of the witnesses had ever known that Ben could dance like that, but he 

put on quite a show, complete with various gyrations, sound effects, and strange stammering steps, not unlike 

some break dancing moves.  We have long ago concluded that Ben dances to the beat of a different drummer ð 

not all that rhythmic, but nevertheless, quite vigorously at times.   

 

News from the Field -  Adventures in Pork  
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From a safe distance away, and after a few seconds passed, during which time Alice realized that Ben 

was probably going to survive the ordeal, she began to giggle, guffaw, and make a few wry comments about his 

antics.  Alice watched as Ben wiped off the red goop and blew his nose repeatedly and profusely on his hanky 

while attempting to again òunplugó the plug that was now stuck up his nostrils.  Eventually, after considerable 

consternation and with diligent efforts, Ben got both the gun and his nose unplugged, in that order.  Fortu-

nately, when the pasty plug finally exited Benõs nose, there were no other victims in the line of fire.  Even af-

ter Ben had successfully wiped all the goop off, his face was still red, his eyes were red and tearing up, and his 

nose was running like a broken water main from the effects of the cayenne pepper.  Sort of like a full -on blast 

of pepper spray/tear gas with about the same results .  [Editorõs note:  He did say it cleared his head pretty 
well after it was all over.  

As I have mentioned previously, there is no need for a TV on the farm, since we have our own enter-

tainment built into every adventure.  But youõre still wondering about the great discovery, right?  And the po-

tential profit making ð where does that fit into the story?  Well, it seems that garlic, cayenne, and DE in a red 

paste, sort of reminds a person of the color, consistency, and smell of BBQ sauce (at least when itõs stuck up 

your nose).  And thatõs where the profit potential was immediately grasped.  Alice already has a bread, jam, and 

jelly enterprise that is fast gaining in popularity among our customers.  BBQ sauce in a tube would seem to be 

the natural extension for a new line of value -added products.  Think how easy it would be to use a wormer gun 

on a hot dog, for example.  And think of the therapeutic and medicinal value as well.  Eat your hot dog and get 

wormed at the same time ð and no hard pill to swallow.  I know some folks who could use a little worming from 

time to time.  Alice could sell her pastured pork hot dogs and BBQ sauce/wormer in a gun (complete with safe 

handling procedures printed on every label).  These would be the ideal elements and accessories for any sum-

mertime grilling or backyard cookout.   

Weõre not sure yet if Ben & Alice should start a franchised drive- in fast food BBQ place or go more 

toward giving Vickõs a run for their money on nasal inhalants.  Then thereõs always the grilling championships 

held around the Midwest, where Aliceõs secret ingredient could be used to spice things up a bit during those 

competitions.  In any case, Alice has a great product with great potential.  And Ben has another interesting line 

or two to add to his growing resumeõ of work experience.  Taking orders now! 

The story is excerpted from the June/July 2009 issue of the Shepherdõs Valley Farm News, and is 

written by John Crisp.  John and his wife Ramona operate a CSA farm in east central Kansas.  If you would like 

more information about their farm, or would like to receive the monthly farm news, you make check out their 

farm listing here:  www.localharvest.org/farms/M11802   

News from the Field -  Adventures in Pork -  continues  
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As Fall is sneaking in just around the corner and some of the tree leaves have already started to turn.  

You should give some attention to how feeding your animals will change.  Cows coming off pastures and open air 

will undergo metabolism changes as they gradually transition to being in the barns and loafing sheds.  The days 

are getting shorter and temperatures getting cooler.  

But the biggest change to the animal will occur in their digestive tract adjusting from fresh feed to 

stored and fermented feeds.  This will require a change of the digestive bacteria and amounts of those bacte-

ria that populate the stomachs, rumens and intestinal tracts of the animal.  To us the change is fairly simple 

but to the livestock it is a really big deal.  You often see significant difference in production and production 

quality when the seasonal feed changes takes place.   

Changing the animalõs diet from old feeds with the new feeds is best done gradually by blending.  There 

is no difference whether it is cattle, swine, or poultry.  In the spring you would gradually introduce the cattle 

to pasture as not to make an upset stomach.  Well the same is true for the fall.  When coming off pasture you 

can slowly start offering any new feeds that you be feeding throughout the winter.  This is done a few pounds 

at a time ð Not twenty lbs all in one day!   

You may consider also adding some things to the diet that will reduce digestive upset and make the 

transition easier on the animal.   We at Fertrell like to see product like Buffer Blend, Redmond conditioner, and 

Kelp Meal used at higher levels during the feed transition to minimize animal stress.  This will also help to en-

sure ongoing production and performance without significant slumps or changes.  A GOOD QUALITY dry hay 

always seems to have a way of relieving stress on the animal during any type of transition.  

So before you get all wrapped up in the fall harvesting please take time to make some minor adjust-

ments to help your animals with their transitioning feed changes.   This should be done with each season as 

each season brings a change of feed and nutritional needs.  

Remember to get your forage inventories before you call for your fall/winter rations, so that we can 

best utilize and balance the rations.  

Seasonal Transitioning Feed, Forage and Animals! by Jeff Mattocks  

Writing Organic System Plans -  Get the help you need from MOSES  

The Natural Resource Conservation Service's   (NRCS) 2009 Organic Initiative set aside $50 million dollars 

(approximately $1 million per state) to provide assistance for certified organic farmers, as well as those tran-

sitioning to organic, to implement conservation measures on their farms. The funds were available this spring 

through the agency's Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to cost share the implementation of 

conservation practices defined by the NRCS and the landowner, and are slated to be offered again in 2010.  

 

Along with individual conservation measures, funds can be accessed which cover the cost of hiring a Technical 

Service Provider to assist in the writing of an NRCS Organic Transition Plan. This plan will satisfy the criteria 

for organic certification of as well as identify appropriate conservation practices that can be cost shared 

through the EQIP program. The goal of this plan is to incorporate specific measures related to conservation, 

such as soil loss and erosion, into the farm plan for organic certification. This plan is not necessary for organic 

certification, but will fulfill the requirements for certification.  

 

Technical Service Providers (TSPs) are individuals outside the USDA who become certified by the NRCS in 

various categories to develop conservation plans and design the implementation of conservation practices. Cur-

rently one MOSES employee, Jeff Gunderson, has been certified as a TSP with the ability to write Organic 

Transition Plans described above. Another MOSES employee, Harriet Behar, is currently in the process of be-

coming certified in the same area. Please email jeff@mosesorganic.org  or harriet@mosesorganic.org  if you 

http://mail.fertrell.com/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01846754e89f37074be8d1573381f2743718&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=jeff@mosesorganic.org
http://mail.fertrell.com/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01846754e89f37074be8d1573381f2743718&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=harriet@mosesorganic.org


By Orin Moyer  
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5 M FEEDS WARREN 

John Bush 

Manager 

814-723 -9471 

13393 Rte 6                       Mon -Fri 8:30 -5:30  

Clarendon PA 163131                Sat 8:30 -3:00  
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òGo Greenó 

Extra Large  

Fertrell Shopping Bag  

$1.59 (tax included)  

Farmer News  

 On a recent trip to visit some poultry customers in Garret Country, 

Maryland I came across this feed bin in a brooder house. It struck me with 

interest, knowing that there are a lot of families with small children raising 

broilers. This is a great way to have feed in a larger container that can be eas-

ily be filled by an adult and younger children can access the feed from the bot-

tom and fill a bucket to feed the chicks. The drum can hold four hundred 

pounds of feed and is suspended from the ceiling by a cable or chain and can be 

raised and lowered to be able to fill it and then raised so you have access to 

the bottom for filling buckets.   

 I see two more advantages in using a unit like this. The first one is ro-

dent control. By putting a lid on top you will prevent mice, rats and birds from 

getting to the feed. This will help by preventing diseases from being spread to 

your poultry. The second one is the savings of not having as much feed being 

wasted on the floor from bags tearing, rodents putting holes in the bags and 

feed spilling from you or someone else getting feed out of a bag.     

Mini Feed Bin By Don Brubaker  


