
Notes from the Presidentõs Desk: Dave Mattocks  

Spring is in the air.  The excitement that comes with the sea-

son energizes all creation. Take time to look around you.  Birds 

express their pleasure as they welcome the season by building 

nests to house the little ones. Trees budding, flowers poking 

through the ground, and who can ignore the greening of 

grass? 

For so many creatures, the coming of spring is exciting. Man is blessed to be a par-

ticipant who can engage and contribute. Planting, tilling and harvesting gives cause 

to reconsider our role as stewards of the planet.  Interestingly, no one is exempt 

from the responsibility of caring for the earth.  

The grower must provide products, and the consumer must provide the need.  

Working in unison is a pleasure for all. When there is a disruption in team work, 

everyone loses. Man has been given a mandate by his Creator to care for the crea-

tion.  

Then God blessed them, and God said to them, òBe fruitful and multiply; fill the 

earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 

air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth!ó      Gen 1:28 

The challenge today is great, but with His help we can meet it. Have a great and 

enjoyable season. 
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Spring Specials  
SuperN  
Gold SS 

Graziers Choice  
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Molasses Lick Block  

The first mineral block made for organic 

production, we make this quality molas-

ses block with molasses and our own cus-

tom mix of Grazierõs Choice. Works 

great in feed bunks, exercise lots and 

paddocks.  

The mineral block fits well in Dura Bull mineral feeders. 

They are available with both organic molasses and con-

ventional molasses. 

Feed the Molasses Mineral Block free choice along with 

forages and grains. Cattle should not consume more 

than the following amounts:  

Developing animals  -  3 oz per day for 

maintenance 

Finishing animals      -  4 oz per day for 

maintenance 

Brood Cows              -  4 oz per day prior to 

calving and while lactating  

 

5% off through June 30 th , 2010 

Spring Specials  
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Super N 4 - 2- 4   

Specially formulated as a multi -

purpose plant food. Because of 

the unique formulation of Super 

N, the entire plant food require-

ments can be applied in the row.  

$40.00 off per ton through June 

30, 2010  

Gold SS 2 - 4- 2 

 Use as a starter over a wide va-

riety of crops - especially corn, 

small grains, seed beds and 

where strong root growth is re-

quired.  

$40.00 per ton off through June 

30, 2010  

Grazierõs Choice  

A ready -to -use mix of kelp meal, 

calcium, phosphorus, trace min-

eral salt, vitamin E, selenium and 

Diatomaceous Earth.  Even graz-

ing livestock have a need for sup-

plemental calcium, phosphorus, 

vitamins and selenium. Grazierõs 

Choice contains no copper other 

than what occurs naturally in 

kelp and Redmond salt. There-

fore it is not harmful to sheep.       

5% off through June 30 th,  2010   

More information on the Dura Bull mineral 

feeders can be found on line at 

www.Fertrell.com or from your dealer.  



Effective April 15, 2010 In order to reduce wait time for sample results and to ensure better communication 

with the lab, the Fertrell Company is shifting to a new forage testing lab that is within thirty miles of our 

home office.  All forages tested for Fertrell will be done by wet chemistry as they are now, and we anticipate 

no significant change in how the analysis is performed.  Our new lab partner will be Agri Analysis Inc., Leola, Pa.  

The instructions below will help guarantee a smooth transition to this new process.  

  

For your convenience, we are providing prepaid postage envelopes.  Each envelope may contain a maximum of 

two wet or three dry samples. To avoid additional postage charges, please follow these guidelines.  

  

We are providing a label for each sample bag.  The new labels will look like the following. To ensure a quick 

turnaround, please complete the information correctly and completely.  

 Sample Label  

            Farmer:      (your name or your farmõs name) 

           Crop:           (type of crop, (most importantly) what cutting , field location, storage location)  

           Sales Rep:   (the i nitials  that we have provided to you)  

 

Requested Tests - Please check all that apply:  

                                              ____ basic                  ____ complete  

                                             ____ sulfur                ____ NO3  

                                             ____ mycotoxin                  ____  other  

      

Pricing for the test are as follows:  

Basic ð $22.00 includes:  Moisture %, Dry Matter %, Crude Protein %, Digestible Protein %, Acid   Detergent,  

Crude Fiber %, Neutral Detergent Fiber %, TDN % Est, ENE %, NE/LACT, Calcium %, Phosphorus %, Potassium 

%, Magnesium % 

Complete ð $26.00 Basic, plus Trace Minerals (zinc, iron, copper, manganese)  

Sulfur  ð $14.00 additional for Sulfur  

NO 3 ð $4.25  additional for Nitrates  

Mycotoxin  - $77.50    
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New Forage Testing Lab Process at Fertrell  

 

 

How much magnesium sulfate should be added to 50 lbs of Grazers Choice to help prevent grass tetany? Mix at a 
rate of 4 parts Grazers Choice to 1 part magnesium sulfate  

Question Corner?  



 

Fertrellõs Featured Supplier -  Acadian Seaplants Limited (ALS)  
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TRUCKING:   

Reminder - If we are making trucking arrangements for you,  please have COMPLETE IN-

FORMATION for the delivery point available AT THE TIME YOU ARE REQUESTING 

THE QUOTE.  

Rates are usually quoted by the trucking company as business -to -business, dock-to -dock  - no extras included.  

 If we donõt know the details of your shipment, your quote will reflect just that.  Any additional charges which 

may be incurred by us as a result of incomplete instructions will be forwarded to the customer and will become 

his/ her responsibility.  

If we have repeated delivery issues with the same customer, we will ask the customer to make the arrange-

ments from his/ her end. We regret this inconvenience.  However, to service all customers in a timely manner, 

we must follow this procedure.  

Also, if we donõt have a business or farm name, many carriers charge residential delivery fees  (charges vary by 

carrier), even if it is a farm or business. (e.g. ship to: John Doe, main street, any town).  

Often it is advantageous to have the shipment sent to a local business for unloading to avoid additional 

charges.  When finalizing your shipping instructions, please include receiving hours, contact person and contact 

number. 

Extras include:  

Notify calls  

Delivery appointments  

Pallet jacks  

Driver assistance for unloading  

Lift gates  

Residential deliveries  

Re-delivery (when customer is not available to unload)  

Hazmat products ( Oxidate & Chilean Nitrate require special licensing and incur extra fees)  

DAMAGES: 

All damages must be marked on the bill of lading before signing off on the load. Trucking companies do not 

honor damage claims if no notation is made on the paperwork.  

SOIL SAMPLES:   

Your soil samples should have been sent to the lab by now, but if you havenõt yet done so, just a reminder to 

SEND THE SAMPLES AND SOIL FORM DIRECTLY TO THE LAB.  

Tips from the Front  

News from the field  

We would like to hear from our growers!  

If you have a comment or question which you would like to share it with other customers regarding our prod-

ucts, please submit in writing to our office by May 31, 2010 for inclusion in the next newsletter.  



Change can be a good thing, especially when itõs done gradually and with ample forethought. 

 

  An important decision to make concerning grazing operations involves when to put your livestock on a new pad-

dock or pasture.  It turns out that afternoon or early evening is the best time.  Why, you ask?  Late day or early 

evening changes provide the highest nutritional values in legumes and grasses.   

Hereõs why:  All day long, plants photosynthesize nitrogen and carbohydrates into sugars and true proteins.  The 

protein content of your forages in the mornings or before noon consists mostly of unconverted nitrogen which, if 

consumed, would provide an effect similar to that of feeding Urea or another pure nitrogen source to your cows.  

The result would be a large amount of ammonia off -gassing in the rumen that may not be beneficial to digestion, 

milk production, reproduction or anything else going on in the cows.  This would be evident in the cowsõ M.U.N.(Milk 

Urea Nitrogen content), which would also be connected to the cows B.U.N.(Blood Urea Nitrogen).  Elevated levels 

of nitrogen in the bloodstream will decrease the bloodõs oxygen carrying capacity, which in turn will reduce im-

mune system response, digestion efficiency, reproduction and conception rates, and all other metabolic functions 

of the animal.  

 A curious farmer once experimented with this idea.  He mowed a field of alfalfa and took a forage sample 

in the morning just as the dew burned off.  He left the field until lunchtime, when he returned to mow a bit more 

before taking another sample.  The same process was repeated after supper, with these results:  

 

            CUTTING TIME        PROTEIN      ADF    NDF   N.E. LACT   BRIX     RFV  

               8:15 am                             20.3           29.4       39.0         .69              24.2       158  

               12:15 pm                   21.2            31.2       39.4         .67              22.6       153  

               5:25 pm                   23.2           28.0       36.2         .70              25.0       172  

 

This shows that plant physiology changes throughout the day, improving in both nutrition and digestibility as the 

day wears on and most likely into the evening, up until the dew settles.   

 It has been repeatedly tested, proven, observed, witnessed, printed and reported by many  scholars, nu-

tritionists, farmers and livestock managers that the nutritional digestibility of forages is at its best later in the 

day.  It will especially increase if at least two sunny days have passed since the last significant rainfall.  If you 

can plan your livestock movements and forage cuttings around the amounts of rainfall and sunlight, you will im-

prove the health and production of your livestock, thereby increasing your profitability.  Ever wonder why your 

cattle eat more minerals and feed in the barn for about a day and half after a significant rainfall?  Itõs because 

the lush, green, swollen grasses bursting with water in the pasture are just that - water.  And as such, the min-

eral, sugar and protein contents are, at most, half of what they will be in a couple of days.   

 So with all of this to think about, consider making your paddock changes in the afternoon and cutting your 

stored forages as late in the day as you can for optimum nutrition and digestibility.  Your livestock will thank you, 

your plants and soil will reward you, and your forages will enable 

your animals to perform better on less feed.  The high cost of feed 

these days makes it more important than ever to produce the best 

forages you can.   

 

Making higher digestible, more nutrient - rich feeds will stretch 

that dollar!  

 

Time to make a Change! By Jeff Mattocks  
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Featured Product ñGreenMatch  
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